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engage students in the learning process and to facilitate rapid feedback for exams.  For each clicker question 
presented in lecture, a point value will be assigned.  Clicker questions will or can be presented throughout the 
lecture class period.  Additionally, longer lecture quizzes will be given using clicker input.  All responses to 
questions presented during lecture will be compiled at the end of the course.  The grade for this component will 
be the number of questions answered correctly divided by the number of points available times 100.  The final 
computed pop-quiz grade is the only grade that might be significantly scaled to adjust for overall class 
performance!  For any absence, pop-quizzes can never be made up and all points will count for all students.  
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TENTATIVE COURSE LECTURE MATERIAL OUTLINE: 
 
Lecture 

# 
Date: Topics: Text Readings (pgs): 

1 16 Aug. Introduction, What is science?  What is Biology? 1-19 
  Additional Reading:  Genomes: 365-366; Evolution: 440-444, 445; Phylogeny: 465, 470-471; 
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Biology Department Educational Outcomes (as outlined in the Undergraduate catalog) 

 
 
The program of study in the Department of Biology has numberous desired outcomes.  Examples of these 
outcomes include the following: 
 

1.  Develop and test hypotheses, analyze data, and present the results and conclusions in both written and 
oral formats corresponding to those used in peer-reviewed journals and at scientific meetings. 

2.  Describe the evolutionary processes responsible for biological diversity, explain the phylogenetic 
relationships between the major taxa of life, and provide illustratrative examples. 

3.  Demonstrate an understanding of the cellular basis of life. 
4.  Relate the structure and function of DNA/RNA to the development, functioning and reproduction of 

living organisms.  
5.  Interpret ecological data pertaining to the behavior of the individual organism in its natural 

environment; to the structure and function of populations, communities, and ecosystems; and to 
human impacts on these systems and the environment. 

 
 


