
Human Biology 

An Ecological and Evolutionary Approach 

  

Biology 1050, Section A 

Bailey Science Complex, Room 1023 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 am – 10:50 am, 12 May - 10 June 2011 

  

Objectives: ( All objectives meet University Educational Outcome 5 http://www.valdosta.edu/ academic/ 

VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml and Biology Educational Outcomes 1,2 ,4, and 5) 
1.       To develop an appreciation for our biological origins and relationships to other organisms and especially 

primates. 
2.       To develop an understanding of how our biology is influenced by our past genetic and non-genetic history and 

cultures. 
3.       To develop an understanding of how our biology influences our present lives, our families, and possibly our 

future. 
4.       To develop an appreciation of the scientific process. 
  
Lecture Material: In lecture, the following topics below will be discussed in the order given below unless otherwise 
stated in class.  There will not be a major review session prior to tests.  All the topics are important to your 
understanding of human evolution and ecology; and you are encouraged to read additional material to enhance 
your own understanding of human biology. 
  
Special Notes: 

 The list of topics below is tentative, but in general will not change significantly. 

 Lecture Notes--Notes from classroom lectures only.  Not found in suggested text. 

 3
rd

 Chimp--Lectures from suggested text with explanatory notes and additional information given in 
lecture only.  

Lecture Topics and/or Chapters in Third Chimpanzee Notes/3
rd

 Chimp 

Introduction Lecture Notes 

The Scientific Process Lecture Notes 

Basic Genetics and Evolution Lecture Notes 

Species, Speciation and Being Human Lecture Notes 

Review of Recent Geologic History Lecture Notes 

A Tale of Three Chimpanzees and Human Phylogeny Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

The Great Leap Foreword Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

Human Migrations about the World Lecture Notes 

The Neanderthals the Other Recent Human and Flores Man Lecture Notes 

Aspects of Human Genetics Lecture Notes 

Evolution of the Human Brain Lecture Notes 

Life History Strategies and the Human Life cycle Lecture Notes 

Human Sexuality and Reproduction Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

Science of Adultery Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

Picking Our Mates and Sex Partners Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

Sexual Selection and Origins of Human Races Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

Why Do We Grow Old and Die? Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 

Tool Making Lecture Notes 

Human and Primate Language Lecture Notes and 3
rd

 Chimp 
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Student Honesty Policy: Students caught cheating on tests or who help others cheat will be given a zero (0) for the 
test.  For further information on student honesty, please consult the student handbook or web related sites 
(http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/AcademicHonestyPoliciesandProcedures.shtml). 
  
Class Attendance: Class attendance will not be taken after the first week.  It is expected that you will attend class 
and take good notes. Since there is no actual textbook with this class, you will need to attend class to be sure that 
you get all the notes needed for class and tests.  You may make tape recordings of the lecture if you wish 
  
Behavior in Class--It is expected that you remain quite and attentive during class.  However, questions and class 
discussion on topics related to lecture are strongly encouraged.  It is also expected that you will be on time.  If you 
are late, please enter the classroom quietly from the back so as to not disturb others or disrupt the lecture.  If you 
have a conflict that causes you to be repeatedly late, please inform me so that I understand the cause of your 
tardiness.  Food and beverages are not permitted in the classroom at anytime, this includes during movies. 
  
Cell Phones:  Please turn off your cell phones during class.  Your task is to lea
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