
Course Syllabus - Introductory Genetics 3200 A– Fall 2013 

 

BIOL 3200, CRN 81287 -  Genetics - 3 Credit Hours- Section A 

Lecture :  Monday, Wednesday and Friday 12:00 pm – 12:50 pm Room 1011 Bailey Science Center 

Prerequisite: MATH 1113, BIOL 1107, BIOL 1108 or permission of the instructor. A survey of modern genetics 

including: Mendelian and molecular genetics, as well as selected topics in population and quantitative genetics and 

genetic engineering. Note that this is a 3 hour lecture course without a lab.  

 

Professor: John F. Elder,  

Office:  2088 Bailey Science 

Phone (229) 333-5762 

Email: jfelder@valdosta.edu    

 

Office Hours: 9:00 - 

 

 

Text:  1) Benjamin A. Pierce. Genetics Essentials: Concepts & Connections. 2010. 2nd Ed. W.H. Freeman & 

Company. ISBN-13 # 978-1-4292-9516-1 

 2) Optional : Jung H. Choi & Mark E. McCallum. Solutions & Problem-Solving Manual for Genetics 

Essentials: Concepts & Connections. 2010. 1st Ed. W.H. Freeman & Company. ISBN-13 # 978-1-4292-

4728-3 

   

Course Objectives: Students are expected to demonstrate through their performance on tests and homework problems 

that they have learned a basic body of factual information and gained an understanding of the basic processes of 

genetics. Gaining an ability to logically understand and solve formal mathematical genetics problems is necessary and 

integral to this course. Students are responsible for the assigned reading material and all lecture materials on tests. A 

reasonable amount of study and problem practice time should be allocated to this course. A few hours study, the night 

before exams will not be sufficient to score well in this course. Achievement of the above objectives will be evaluated 

based upon the student’s satisfactory completion of all class and homework exercises as well as performance on tests 

and examinations.  

 

Assessment/ Grading policy: Letter grades will be based upon a 10 point scale.  Homework assignments will 

constitute 10% of the overall final grade, and the lecture tests will compose the other 90 % of the overall grade. The 

number and due dates of graded homework assignments will be determined as need arises. There are 3 tests and a final 

exam falling on the date of the university scheduled exam. The final exam may be cumulative and may include new 

material.  Overall the grading values will be: Tests and exam = 90%, homework = 10%.  Exams: Don’t miss exams. 

Absolutely no makeup tests or exams will be given. A grade of zero will be assigned for all missed assignments. No 





2. Describe the evolutionary processes responsible for biological diversity, explain 

the phylogenetic relationships among the major taxa of life, and provide 

illustrative examples. 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the cellular basis of life. 

4. Relate the structure and the function of DNA/RNA to the development of form 

and function of the organism and to heredity. 





 


