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 use critical thinking skills and written communication skills to 

 analyze and evaluate the content quality of written and visual media relating biological 
knowledge (GEO 4 & 7) 

 present the results and conclusions of data collected in the lab in standard scientific writing 
format (GEO 4 & 7; BEO 1) 

 conduct a literature review at VSU’s Odum Library (GEO 3) 
 

ATTENDANCE: Students are responsible for attending class and for the material presented in all 
classes. There will be no make-ups of missed labs, quizzes, and other assignments. EXAMS MISSED 
WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION OF THE INSTRUCTOR MAY BE MADE UP, BUT THE FINAL 
SCORE WILL BE REDUCED BY 25%; you must contact the instructor within one calendar week of the 
missed exam to have any hope of a make-up. Students who have missed 20% of regularly scheduled 
class meetings, especially labs, are subject to a failing grade for the course; STUDENT'S MISSING 4 
OR MORE LABS CANNOT AND WILL NOT RECEIVE A GRADE HIGHER THAN A D.  
 
EXAMS (GEO 5; BEO 1-5): There will be five unit exams, each worth 100 points. These exams will be 
composed of a mixture of multiple choice short answer questions. The dates of these exams are 
included in the attached schedule of lectures. DO NOT MISS THESE EXAMS WITHOUT PRIOR 
PERMISSION. A comprehensive final exam, worth 200 points, is scheduled for the end of the quarter. If 
you are caught cheating on an exam you will receive no points. Estimated total from exams--700 points.  
 
LAB QUIZZES (GEO 5 & 7; BEO 1): Expect a 20-minute, 10- to 15-point quiz at the beginning of each 
laboratory.  DO NOT BE LATE.  The clock starts when the quizzes are handed out and ends when I 
say it ends.  You will not be allowed extra time if you are late.  If you miss the quiz completely, you will 
receive a zero for the quiz; microscope penalties will still be assessed. The questions will cover the 
procedures and results of the previous week's exercises--pay particular attention to the independent 
and dependent variables when appropriate. You are allowed to use your laboratory notebook (see 
below) but not your lab manual or your neighbor on the quizzes.  Estimated total from quizzes--200 
points.  
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VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY CORE CURRICULUM LEARNING GOALS: 
Learning Goal D: Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Technology.  Students will demonstrate 
understanding of the physical universe and the nature of science, and they will use scientific methods 



 
 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND LABS  
BIOLOGY 1107--FALL 2017 

 
Note: This is a best-guess syllabus.  Pacing and testing dates may be changed if the need arises. 



WEEK 8:   - - 


