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(2) Read and organize the information collected. Select the required number (see below) of review articles that you will use
in writing the background section of your paper plus the appropriate number (see below) of primary sources that you will
thoroughly analyze and discuss in the remainder of the paper. Submit your review articles and primary sources to the
instructor.

(3) Demonstrate an understanding of the information collected by preparing an original, well-organized, well-written,
carefully typewritten, and properly formatted paper on the topic.

(4) Demonstrate an understanding of the information collected by giving a well-organized, detailed, oral presentation based
on one of the primary scientific sources used in writing the paper. PowerPoint software must be used during the oral
presentation. The length of the presentation will probably be about 20 minutes; the exact length will be determined once the
class enrollment is finalized. About 3 to 5 additional minutes will be allowed for questions.

(5) Attend and



Please note that if you are currently taking BIOL 3100, you must select a different topic for your oral presentation
in that class. In addition, if you took BIOL 3100 last semester, you must select a different topic than you used for
your oral presentation in that class.

Specific Course Requirements/Assignments and Other Important Information:

1. Academic Integrity. Students will read the information on academic integrity (see item #9 in Special Notes
to Students on page 3 of this syllabus). A copy of the Preamble and Appendix A of the VSU Student Code of

Conduct and a copy of the Biology Department Policy on Plagiarism will be provided in class. These resources

are also available through the links in this syllabus (see item #9 on page 3 for links). In addition, plagiarism will

be discussed briefly during class. Students will sign an acknowledgement form in class indicating that they have
read and understood these policies.

2. Hardships & Difficulties. If you encounter hardships/difficulties during the semester that affect your
ability to attend the class and complete assignments, please be sure that you notify the Office of Student
Affairs (229-333-5941) so they can send a report to the instructor. | realize these are challenging times,
and I will do my best to work with each of you so you can complete the course successfully. However,
please realize that | will expect you to do your best as well. Please be aware that, if hardships or other
factors interfere significantly with your ability to attend class and complete assignments, you might need to
retake this course during a future semester. Also, please be sure you read the information about class
attendance and late assignments (see items 3 & 4 below).

3. Attendance. Students are expected to attend all scheduled class meetings unless they are sick or have some
serious hardship that prevents them from attending. In accordance with VSU policy, attendance and participation
will be checked in class. The VSU Undergraduate Catalog states, “A student who misses more than 20% of the
scheduled classes of a course will be subject to receiving a failing grade in the course.”

4. Assignment Format and Late Assignments. Assignments will be submitted during class and/or via
BlazeView. Some assignments will be submitted BOTH in class and in BlazeView.




seminars, and to be on time. In each instance, you must complete a presentation summary on the form provided
and submit it to the instructor. The summary must include the following: your complete name; the date, time, and
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and book chapters by experts on the topic may be used in addition to (or instead of) the review articles, but they
are not required. These sources must list references at the end and the references must be cited within the text of
the article, book, or chapter. Undergraduate textbooks may not be used as sources. It is strongly suggested that
the student make his/her best effort to locate recently published review articles/book chapters. For a microbe that
is used in food/beverage production, at least two of the review articles must focus on the particular
microorganism, its properties, and how it is used in food/beverage production. If the living microbe is found in
the food/beverage, then the background




plagiarism. You must write your paper in your own words to demonstrate your understanding of the
information you discuss.

For citing sources in the body of the paper, and for preparing the Literature Cited section, students
should follow the Council of Science Editors (CSE) Name-Year Documentation guidelines, which are available
online at
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/documentation/doccse/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/documentation/doccse/nameyear/

This resource is part of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Writer’s Handbook, which is located on the Web
site of The Writing Center @ The University of Wisconsin — Madison https://writing.wisc.edu/

Please add the digital object identifier (DOI; https://www.doi.org/ ) at the end of each reference whenever
possible.

10. Oral Presentation. Your oral presentation must be focused on a single primary source selected by you and
your instructor from the references in your paper. The presentation must use PowerPoint software, and it must
include: (i) brief, general background on the microbe; (ii) background specific to the primary source; (iii) the
guestions that the authors of the primary source addressed (purpose of the study); (iv) brief consideration of the
materials and methods that the authors used; (v) the results of the experiments/research; and (vi) interpretation,
discussion, and significance of the results.

To obtain a satisfactory grade on the presentation, you must generally (i) look at all of the data and walk
the audience through the data; do not merely accept the authors’ interpretations without critical analysis; (ii)
include appropriate figures and/or tables (note information in next paragraph); (iii) use appropriate text fonts on
the PowerPoint slides; (iv) explain your presentation in a way that is understandable to your classmates; and (V)
submit a copy of the PowerPoint slides and any notes used in BlazeView the same day your presentation is given.
Please remember thahe data in large tables




12. Biology Major Field Test. You must contact the VSU Testing Office, which is now located in the University




Thurs.



Thurs. Mar. 2 Discussion, questions, peer review, etc.
Peer review (required): Please bring two printed copies of a complete draft of your
paper to class today. The complete draft should include all sections of the paper
(including the Literature Cited section) as well as all citations for the references within
the text. You may give one copy of the draft to the instructor, who will check it for
completeness. Another member of the class will read the other copy of your paper and
provide feedback. It is suggested that the provided list of questions (see Feb. 16) be used
as part of this peer-review process.
Continue to work on your paper.

Thurs. Mar. 9 Papers are due (both printed & electronic versions must be submitted).
Please do your best writing!

SPRING BREAK
Thurs. Mar. 23 Senior Exit Questionnaire (computer lab)

Thurs. Mar. 30 Oral Presentations
Written feedback on papers will be given to students during class. Students whose
papers were unsatisfactory will have ONE chance to revise their papers. Revisions
are due on April 13 by 4:45 pm. A paper copy as well as an electronic copy of the
revision must be submitted.

Thurs. April 6 Oral Presentations
Thurs. April 13 Oral Presentations

If you revised your paper, it is due on April 13 by 4:45 pm. A paper copy as well as
an electronic copy of the revision must be submitted.

Thurs. April 20 Oral Presentations

Thurs. April 27 Return Assignments, etc.
Oral Presentations
Possible make-up oral presentation(s) (only in the event of a
documented, serious emergency)

This course will have no final exam. However, the final exam period listed below may be used for possible
make-up oral presentations (only in the event of a documented, serious emergency).

Wed. May 3 Final exam period: 9:30 pm —11:30 pm

Grading — This course is graded Satisfactory (S) or Unsatisfactory (U).
Each assignment will also be graded as Satisfactory (S) or Unsatisfactory (U). In BlazeView, a

Satisfactory assignment will receive 100 points; whereas, an Unsatisfactory assignment will receive
0 points.
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Students must receive a satisfactory grade (100) on all assignments in order to pass the course.

Please read the syllabus carefully so you understand the policies and procedures to be followed in
the course.

List of Assignments and Due Dates/Comments

Selection of general topic (Jan. 12, in class)
Signed academic integrity documents (Jan 19, due in class)
Selection of specific focus of research (Jan 19, discuss in class; submit in

BlazeView by 10 pm)
Submission of printed PDF files of references etc. (Jan. 26, in class)
Selection of primary source for oral presentation in consultation with instructor  (Jan. 26 or Feb. 2)

List of references with working links to full text sources due in class & BlazeView
(Feb. 2 or Feb. 9)

Literature Cited section of paper (properly formatted)-due in class & BlazeView (Feb. 16, by 10 pm)
Take the ETS Major Field test in biology by midterm (March 2) and score at least 140. Retake the

test, if necessary. There is a firm deadline for submitting updated test scores directly to instructor
(Noon-May 1).

Major field test taken by March 2
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