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Frequently Asked Questionsabout Valdosta State University's
DPA Online DegreeProgram

.) What is thelength ofthe program?
.) Theprogram is 54 hours lorand typicallytakes 57 years to complete.

.) Doesyour programadmit throughoutthe year?
) No, we offer admission once



Q.) How long does it takéo comeoff of a probationaryperiod?
A.) 9 gradedhours withno gradebelowaB.



Q.) The DPA handbook, pg. 7, states that each student must identify an area of concentration
by the end of18 hrs. of coursework. Once an area obncentrationis identified the student

will work with his advisor to develop a Program of Study which the advisor must approve. This
Program of Study will govern the remainder of the student’s coursework. What is the name of
this process or formandwhere do | obtainit?

A.) The form is our DPAProgram of Study which is processed when the student is advised. The
Advisoruses this form to guide tlstudent through tgraduation.

Q.) How comprehensiveloesthe resumeneedto be? Overall summaryor detailed
descriptionsof course work, training, and programisvolved in.
A.) An overall summarwvill be fine

Q.) For the concentrationarea, if the studentis interestedin both policyanalysisas wellas
programevaluation,canthesetwo interestdebridged intoa coherentconcentration?
A.) Yes, this can bdone.

Q.) Is therea master lisof concentrations thatve are to follow?

A.) There is not a list. Our DPA students come from all walks of life, from education to law
enforcementjustto nameafew. If you arein the educationafield, thenyou mightwantyour
concentratiorto be in that areé&sameapplies to othefields.

Q.) Do myconcentration course$fiaveto be graduatdevel only?

A.) Your concentration courses cannot be duel listed courses; we are open to graduate students
only. Checkwith VSU s Graduate Catalotp see what might be offered onlirieyou do not

find whatyou needthroughVSU you mayneedto find your concentratiorcourseslsewherdout
pleasecontact our officdirst for advisement.

Q.) lintend to complete six credits per semestsrthis amount fairly typical for those
involvedin the program?
A.) Yes, this istypical.

Q.) My job may require me to take some semesters off from school. What are the
ramifications?
A. It is possibleto dosobutanylongerthanl yearwill requirereadmission.

Q.) Can | takePADM 9990: CapstoneSeminarbeforel finish my othercoursework?
A.) PADM 9990: Capstong8eminarcan betakenonly upon completiorof all othercoursework.
Generally the Capstoneourseas takenatthe beginningf thestudent ghird year.

Q.) What is theformat for the online courses?
A.) TheUniversity Systemof Georgialwhich VSU is apart) uses théesire2 Learn
A) M C



Accordingto Brewer,etal the degreditle tendsto bemore informativeaboutthe

kinds of doctoral students recruited and the scale of faculties employed DPA programs
tendto beaimedat trainingpractitioners thafh.D. programare,but this

differencedoes not translat@to substantiallygreater levels o$cholarly

productivityfrom Ph.D. prograngraduates. (315)

SeeGene A.Brewer,Rex L.Facerll, Lawrence O TooleJr.,and
James W. Douglas. What s in a Name? Comparing DPA and Ph.D. Programs .
Journalof PublicAffairs Education 5 (1999): 4:30817.
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